Introduction
"A faithful documentary is a living evidence of our lives and the portrait of our history. It influences, sometimes motivates, or enlightens the public with persuasive truths and artistic charms particular to our lives. Documentaries allow us to experience our lives, look back on the history, and appreciate them as art-fulfilling all of their social functions." 1 Ever since films became pervasive, people of every time period attempted to * When the Korean War broke out in 1950, the Chinese government decided to enter the war and called it the "War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea." The Chinese government and people used this name for the war until after the Chinese economic reform. After the reform period, which began in 1978, Chinese people in various sectors began to reflect on historical incidents that occurred since the establishment of the People's Republic of China, and the name of the "War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea" was also changed. Although government documents still use the term "War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea," academic circles and civilian society uses the term "Korean War" more widely. In this paper, "War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea" will be used when discussing documentaries filmed in China during the Korean War, and "Korean War" will be used when analyzing the contents of documentaries produced after the Chinese economic reform period. ** Professor, Department of History, Fudan University *** Ph. D candidate, Department of History, Fudan University define documentary films, "yet no definition that the majority can accept1 has surfaced." 2 People agree on the characteristics of documentary films, such as the fact that they use real events as motifs and that they are based on real events, real people, and facts. However, at certain times in the past, the production of documentaries was limited, and it was inevitable that subjective elements filtered in later due to environmental limitations and other impacts. Consequently, a certain degree of critical thinking is necessary in analyzing video documents such as documentaries. Despite such pitfalls, video resources (mainly documentaries) are a new kind of document that make up for many of the shortcomings of existing written documents and depict the original aspects of historical scenes, taking full advantage of its intuitive and emotional features. As a result, these video resources hold significant research value, just like existing historical resources.
Cultural exchanges between the Korean Peninsula and mainland China have continued to thrive over the years; and North Korea, which was called "Little China" among East Asian countries under the Sinosphere, has received a lot of attention from the Chinese people. Visual records about the Korean Peninsula in Chinese historical studies have become important historical materials in understanding the circumstances surrounding the Korean Peninsula in ancient times. With the development of science and technology in modern times, new types of historical sources, such as photographs and video images, began to proliferate. Among such records are documentary films, a type of nonfiction film that directly presents the reality-not fabricated stories-about real events or people; and documentaries about the Korean Peninsula filmed by the Chinese are gaining more and more importance as historical documents. Therefore, organizing and analyzing documentaries on Korea have significant value.
These Chinese documentaries about Korea not only reconstruct true historical images of the Korean Peninsula, but also allow the viewers to understand the intentions and the ideas of the producers. Furthermore, they provide an opportunity to explore the Chinese perspective on the Korean Peninsula.
History of Chinese Documentaries
The very first moving picture was released in 1895, 3 and it spread to
China from the West at the end of the nineteenth century. In August 1896, the first "Western film" was screened at You Yi Cun (又一村) in Shanghai, China. Afterward, the number of Chinese films grew gradually. 4 As film screenings became widespread in a few major cities, film productions began in China. However, they were all produced by foreigners, and the subjects these films explored were mainly significant historical events, such as the Boxer Rebellion, or landscapes and sceneries of various places in China. Films produced by foreigners in China did focus on Chinese society, but most only captured negative images of China from absurd perspectives. Some even went as far as to disparage or oppose China, 5 clearly devoid of the objectivity and truthfulness that early films had. Only after the 20 th century, the Chinese began to produce their own films. In 1905, Feng Tai (丰泰) photo studio in Beijing filmed and produced a documentary of a few scenes from The Battle of Dingjunshan (定 軍山), a Beijing opera, and the film was also titled The Battle of Dingjunshan (定軍山). This was the very first film directed and produced by the 3 The Lumiere Brothers used Edison's "kinetoscope" to invent the "cinematograph." They produced the first film in human history and screened it successfully. 6 and since then Chinese filmmakers began to produce films more actively. Early Chinese films mainly recorded actual events, and common subjects were Beijing operas and street performances. Therefore almost all of the early films produced in China can be classified as documentaries, and these maintain a relatively objective perspective since they did not undergo a lot in the editing process.
As film technologies began to develop, film subjects and genres began to diversify, and at the same time commercial films became mainstream. Such a transformation pushed forward the development of the Chinese film industry, and film production companies were founded by Chinese people in various parts of China, including Shanghai.
Modern news documentaries filmed by Chinese filmmakers were produced in 1911, when the Xinhai Revolution that overthrew the Qing Dynasty began. When the Wuchang Uprising erupted, Zhu Liankui, a prominent Chinese artist at the time, collaborated with foreign merchants at Meili (美利) Company and filmed many important battles waged by the New Army (新軍), which culminated in the film War of Wuhan (武汉战 争). Later in the second phase of the uprising, when Hwang Xing and the revolutionary army fought to subjugate Yuan Shikai, a Chinese director and cameraman from the Asia Film Company in Shanghai filmed War of Shanghai (上海战争). 7 Although we no longer have access to these films, they are important as the first Chinese news documentaries in film history. The Chinese film industry grew rapidly in the 1920s. About 200 film companies were established all across China, and many of these companies produced feature films. Sometimes they produced newsreels and scenic films, and some companies produced films that introduced the private lives and biographies of important figures in the military government in each region.
During this time, about 20 companies produced around 100 news documentaries, 8 In the 1930s, Imperialist Japan sped up their plan to invade China and staged the Manchurian Incident and the January 28 Incident. After the two incidents, eminent personalities from various circles requested that Chinese film companies produce more anti-Japanese films that reflect anti-Japanese sentiment to encourage the Chinese people to protest against Japan. Faced with a national challenge, Chinese filmmakers and workers in the film industry answered the demands of the times and captured the Chinese people's struggle against Japan on camera. Whether it was a full-scale war waged by the KMT or an anti-Japanese struggle led by the CCP, the Korean Liberation Army, Korean Volunteers Army, soldiers of the Korean Volunteer Army and Chinese military fought together against Japan. Therefore in anti-Japanese war documentaries filmed by the Zhongtien, Zhongzhi, and Yanan Film Group all include activities of Korean independence fighters in China.
After China's victory in the anti-Japanese war, the Chinese film industry finally entered the golden age of film production. Although it only lasted for about four years, the development of commercial films around this time marked a new chapter in Chinese film history. Documentaries also were able to enjoy a certain level of development, yet in terms of speed, it fell behind the development of commercial films.
Korean War Documentaries in the New China
On October 1, 1949, the People's Republic of China was established. However, within a year of the birth of new China, the Korean War began. In accordance with their national security strategy, the Chinese government decided to dispatch troops of the Chinese People's Volunteer Army and enter the Korean War. On October 19, the Chinese People's Volunteer Army marched into North Korea. The Beijing Film Studio "War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea" Film Team followed the Chinese People's Volunteer Army into North Korea as well. The Korean War was the first war that was directly linked to the issue of life or death for the country since the establishment of the new China, and consequently, the whole country showed an enormous interest in the war. The outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 further solidified the Cold War. In the sharp conflict of the two ideological camps, a "hot war" like the Korean War did not break out again. However, China and Korea, which belonged to different camps, lost the opportunity to improve their relations and practically broke off all exchanges as well. In such circumstances, it was impossible for China to produce documentaries on Korea or screen Korean documentaries. Even the news recordings on Korea were mostly short footages from North Korea. During this ideological conflict, the films that were "selected" were unable to depict the actual condition of Korea to the Chinese people.
After From 1966, China entered a special phase in its history called the Cultural Revolution. During this time, most sectors in China suffered heavily, with academia possibly suffering the most. Certain scholarship was considered taboo, and a number of prominent scholars were dismissed as "reactionary intellectuals," and the all scholastic research in the humanities and social sciences was brought to a standstill. Research on Korea and the Korean Peninsula was not an exception. Considering these circumstances, the fact that very few video images and records of Korea or the Korean Peninsula can be found during this time period is not surprising.
After the Chinese economic reform, most sectors returned to normal, and China began to reflect back on historical issues since the establishment of the country. Accordingly, Chinese people from all levels and classes of society began to look back on the War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea. The most noteworthy achievements in research began to appear in the 1990s after documents and materials on the Korean War were declassified. With the emergence of numerous studies related to the Korean War, the academic name for the war was changed, and more and more scholars began to call the war that began a little after the establishment of new China as the "Korean War." Moreover, documentaries on the Korean War began to be produced once again, based on new research results and other documents and materials. 
Korean War Unknown
War was able to be screened in the new China. Also, it was first produced in Shenzhen, the forefront of economic reform. Documentaries on the Korean War were intensively produced between 1997 and 2013, resulting in a total of 35 documentaries related to the Korean War. In terms of the regions where these documentaries were produced or screened, it encompassed major Chinese cities, including Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Hong Kong. The contents of the documentaries varied, from those focusing on the progress of the war to specific battle scenes, groups of war heroes or a hero, general introduction to the Korean War to reflections on the war. In addition, the format of the documentaries also varied from interviews of those who had first-hand experience in the war to analyses and interpretations explained by researchers regarding certain issues based on historical documents and video images.
Regarding the production methods, many of the films were based on related television programs that had been aired by some television stations, and they were edited and published as documentary films. Most of these films were produced by China Central Television (CCTV) and Phoenix Television in Hong Kong. Bayi (八一) Film Studio of the Chinese People's Army, the Department of Military Research at the Academy of Military Science, and the People's Liberation Army TV Propaganda Center also released documentaries that have been produced from the military's perspective.
Although numerous documentaries on the Korean War were produced at this time, basic video resources on the Korean War are documentaries produced during the Korean War. However, unlike the documentaries that were produced during or immediately after the Korean War, new documentaries combined newly declassified information with existing information, allowing for detailed analysis and explanation of issues related to the war.
Certain documentaries reinterpreted issues related to the war based on existing video images by adding the analysis of a researcher on the topic, and others included reenactments and reproductions of the war based on the memories of survivors. Likewise, documentaries on the Korean War Another interesting fact is that Korea, one of the important agents in the Korean War, was rarely mentioned in the documentaries made by the Chinese. The main actor of the war was usually the United Sates, and even when Korea was mentioned, it was usually referred to as a "puppet" of the US, or as "thieves." The Korean people were mentioned even less in the documentaries. This was possibly due to the objectivity of the situation at the time, and Chinese documentaries produced in the later years are not much different in terms of mentioning Korea or Koreans.
Overall, the perception regarding the cause of the Korean War in Chinese documentaries has been influenced by the conflict between the two opposing ideological camps. These documentaries made during the Cold War concluded that the war began with US imperialists deciding to start the invasive war and the group of thieves led by Syngman Rhee attacked first. This perception somewhat changed in the documentaries produced after the end of the Cold War.
The Nature of the Korean War
Regarding the nature of the Korean War, Joseon Frontline News (朝鲜 前线新闻) described that it was a groundless invasion against North Korea by the "US imperialists and their henchmen countries." The War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea (抗美援朝) Part 1 also stated that it was "an invasive war against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea by US imperialists using their henchmen. On the 38 th Parallel (三八线上), which was made in the 1960s, also treated the Korean War as an invasive war that the US started, and asserted that "China, North Korea, and all the pacifists around the world issued warnings to the invaders. 
Reasons for China's Participation in the Korean War
After the outbreak of the Korean War, the scale of the war grew rapidly with the intervention of the UN army headed by the US, and the battle positions changed as well. The UN army and the Korean army crossed the 38 th Parallel and drove into the north, pushing the front to the Yalu River.
Under these circumstances, China dispatched the Chinese People's Volunteer Army to the Korean War. The War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea (抗美援朝) Part 1 gave several reasons for China's participation in the war. First, "US imperialists invaded the People's Republic of China according to plan, and the US dispatched the seventh fleet from the Pacific Ocean to Taiwan, obstructing the liberation of Taiwan by the Chinese people and taking part of China's territory." Second, the US and other countries advanced over the 38 th Parallel and "into the Yalu River valley, directly threatening the eastern part of our territory." Third, "the invaders fired at our farmlands on the southern coast of the Yalu River, mobilized the air force attacking the northeastern region, and bombed the areas around Andong (安东, former name of Dandong illustrated that after the outbreak of the Korean War, "the US Navy's seventh fleet left for the Taiwan Strait to prevent the Chinese people from liberating Taiwan." In addition, "US planes brutally bombarded the farmlands in eastern China, posing a serious threat to the national safety" of China. As a result, "the US forced the Chinese people to partake in the war." In fact, after the establishment of the People's Republic of China, the most important task was to build the economy. To accomplish this, the People's Revolutionary Military Council passed the project to restore the People's Liberation Army in the afternoon of June 24. About ten hours after the decision, the Korean War broke out. (Confrontation-the Annals of the War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea (较量-抗美援朝战争实录) "On the first day of the war, the US Navy's seventh fleet invaded the Taiwan Strait and prevented the Chinese People's Liberation Army from liberating Taiwan." After the UN army, beginning with the US military, came to participate in the war, the UN army advanced to the north and descended over the Yalu River between China and North Korea. "US planes continued to invade Chinese airspace and destroyed cities and farmlands in the eastern part of China, costing tremendous number of lives and fortune. China's security was seriously threatened." "The US forced the war on the people of China." Therefore "since saving our neighbor is tantamount to saving ourselves, we have to support the North Koreans to protect our country." (Military Data-Annals of the War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea (军事资料-抗 美援朝)). Through the perspective of a scholar, Echoes of Half a Century (半个世纪的回响) pointed out that the Korean War was an "unexpected war that China was forced to take part in." China was forced to take part in the war because the "US fleet invaded the Taiwan Strait, US planes destroyed the Yalu River bridge, and the US army marched across the Yalu River, directly threatening China's security. As a result, China had no choice but to send troops to the war."
Although debates were held in academia to discuss the justification for China's participation in the Korean War, many scholars believed that China's participation was justified, which is a view that coincides with the perspective in the documentaries.
The Significance of the Korean War
At the time of the production of Confrontation-the Annals of the War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea (较量-抗美援朝战争实录), the Korean War was not over, so it was difficult to evaluate the overall significance of the Korean War, but the documentary asserted that the "War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea was a great heroic project besides the War of Liberation." Song of the Hero (英雄赞), a featurelength documentary produced in the late 1950s, expressed that the participation of the Chinese People's Volunteer Army was to "resist the US, save North Korea, protect our families and our country, and for the peace of the Far East." War of the Republic-War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea (共和国的战争-抗美援朝) also stated that in the Korean War, "China became the real hero of a war after its 100 long years of history of humiliation" and "stopped the war that saw no end by oppressing the other." "This allowed China to escape from a history of humiliation to dignity, to the path of national restoration." It also revealed that for China which was humiliated in early modern times, this was the first time that China "abhorred a common enemy with one accord as a nation and protested against the shame imposed on China by the foreign powers." Annals of the World's 100 Years War-Korean War (世界百年 战争实录-朝鲜战争) discussed the significance of the Korean War from a broad perspective, and the documentary described that "the Chinese people's War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea was a huge international affair since the Second World War; and through victory, China foiled the attempt of the UN army, headed by the US, to invade the northern part of the Korean Peninsula and protected the independence of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the security of the socialist new China. It also contributed greatly to the peace of the Far East and the world. The victory of the War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea showed that the legacy of America's totally victory had finally ended.
Regardless of whenthe documentaries were produced, their perspectives on the reasons for China's participation in the war and the significance of the Korean War to China generally remain the same. In fact, the academic view of these two issues also coincides with the perspectives asserted in the documentaries. Although some scholars did discuss what might have happened "if China did not participate in the war," history cannot be based on hypotheses, and historical affairs need to take into consideration historical circumstances of the time . For these reasons, perspectives based on hypotheses cannot bring about an agreement from the majority.
Conclusion
China is one of the countries that adopted film technologies relatively quickly in Asia. Films produced in the earlier years are mainly footage or recording, and film genres gradually diversified with wider distribution of films and the development of technology. In addition, due to the external and internal situation that China was faced with, films became a tool that fostered patriotism in the Chinese people. As a result, many documentaries on the Chinese people who resisted the Japanese invasion were produced during the anti-Japanese war. There were also documendocumentaries on anti-Japanese Korean liberation fighters, but as these were undiscoverable, it is difficult to confirm the contents of these films.
Soon after the establishment of the new China, China intervened in the Korean War. During the war, and for a considerable time after the war, documentaries on the Korean War were filmed and produced. These documentaries depicted the Korean War from various perspectives. Since the world was divided into two camps under the USSR and the US during the Cold War creating serious ideological conflict, documentaries that were created in the beginning of the period were marked with distinct ideological characteristics in terms of the cause or nature of the war.
The opposing structure of the two camps became more permanent during the Korean War, taking away the opportunity to improve relations between Korea and China. Consequently, it is difficult to find documentaries on Korea before the establishment of diplomatic relations. Of course, there were TV and newspaper coverage as well as video images that hinted at the political scene in Korea, yet due to various reasons, it is difficult to find and see them. From the Korean War until before the establishment of Korea-China diplomatic relations, most documentaries on the Korean Peninsula were centered on North Korea or the North Korea-China relations and displayed strong political views.
The Korean War composed an important part of the history of the new China after its establishment. After the Chinese economic reform period, a number of documentaries on the Korean War were produced in China, based on footage and video images filmed earlier. Documentaries produced during this time linked newly discovered information based on the video images with existing information, and therefore they analyzed and explained issues related to the war in detail. Certain documentaries reinterpreted issues related to the war based on the existing video images by adding the analysis of a researcher on the topic, and others included reenactments and reproductions of the war based on the memories of survivors. Likewise, documentaries about the Korean War that were produced after the war can be seen as the result of reflection on or reinterpretation of the Korean War. Compared to the documentaries made in the initial phase, these documentaries contained noticeably less political and ideological colors, and focused more on factors for logical and critical thinking. As a result, the documentaries made people reconsider the characteristics of the war, including the cause of the war and which side actually started the war, and distinctly transformed the perspectives on these issues. 
